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ﬁf"‘ﬁabbi, Parents, Grandparents, Relatives and Friends,
I am very happy and honored that you all came tonight to help

me celebrate my Bar Mitzva. This Shabbat we are going to read the

3 rd Torah portion in th ora%; Lech Lecha. Thc Torah portion
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begins with God-'?s ‘command to Abraham,t‘!;Te‘a\g:’gh&giﬂfa}lﬂz&&n&M(ow-ﬁ-
)ﬁ&m':ad the home of %father% g0 totg land which %ed will show &)tx)

Abraham is to start a new people , a new religion. He is to be the
founder of a new way of looking at the world, the Jewish Religion.
He ﬁsgfgmo;a’;?:‘éog’;ﬁuies‘ :vbicfem;a‘;;dand his nephew Lot. The rest of
the Torah portion concerns itsélf‘with the problems that Abraham had
when he entered th% land which God shqweﬁhim, the land of Canaan or
Israel.

I was in Israel in the 4th grade,jso I know many of the places
the Torah speaks of in this portidn. When I was at the Dead Sea, I
could almost see Lot, #braham's pepheﬁ living at Sodom, which was an
evil city; after he had split away from Abraham because of troubles
between their shepards. Wwhen I was in;Northern Israel, I could see
Eliezer, Abraham's sewvant, as he helied Abraham defeat the 4 kings
who had captured Lot and the whale ¢ity of Sodom. I can almost see
Abraham give back his share of the spoils be#k to Sodod's Kine. And
I could jbt about see, in Beer-Sheba,Hagar, Sarah's hendmaid from
Egypt, agd mother of Abraham's sonp Ishmeal. I could also visualige
God appeszing to Abraham and commandidé bim to ehhnge his neme from
Abram to Abraham; to circumcize himself and his family as a sign of

a covenamt between God and the Jewish people. I could Jjust picture

how he told Abraham

that he was to have a sona Isaac, who would carry on the Jewish
religion. My Torah portion contained all these scenes. We see in it
how God promises to Abrhham how his son Isaacgyould carry on his

work. I've wondered why Lot, Eliezer, or Ishmael were not chosen ©
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to succeed Abraham as the head of the Jewish people. Even Abraham
thought each of them, at one time, would carryOQhe responsibilities
of leading the Jewish people. Why were one of them not Chosen?

It seems to me that the reasons why each of these men were
not picked is found in the stories that are told about them in ny
Torah portion. We learn how Lot didn't care how he made his monev, as

long as he made it. The Rabbis say that was the argament between
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between Abraham and Lot's shepards. Abraham wouldn't sllow his § §
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shepards sad tiesdr sheep on others'.pro erty. But ajas, t couldn't ¢ X
we QeapPi3e AL > 'w Akl S Ane Lot kueo ¥ «

care less. As proof of this, When Lot spllt from Abraham he went

to Sodom, an evil city, even though he knew it was evil, just because

he knew he could make more monéy there. Now Eliezer wasn't chosen

because of his lack of ability to make .independent decisions. He was

a faithful servant who knew how to follow orders, like mﬁ'f but
wﬁéﬁhﬁs promoted to General because : ‘he couldn't give ordees.

Ishmael, Abraham's son by Hagar, wasnfigt chosen to head the Jewish

apils (28

because he wasja wild man who lacked patience and quickly blew his

cool, getting insulted easily;, and he was a man who like to brag to

everyone. He was not fit to lead theﬂJewish people.

Isaac was not like these three. ﬁe did not put money over everything.
He had imagination, and he was even-tempered and knew how to get along
with everyone.

From this Torah portion I have learned what it means to be a
leader in the Jewish People. I cannot be a man who thinks that moneyi
is everything, like Lot?ié man who lacks iniative and imagination,
like Eliezer; or a man who loses his temper easily and loves to buﬂ
others, like Ishmael,

As I grow up, I hope and pray that I will remember the lessons

of my Bar Mitzva and always try to be like Tskac, and not like Lot,
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Eliezer or Ishmael. I hope that I will always he a man who pute other
values above material ones, that I won't think money is everything; and
that T will always learn to control my temper and show patience to
everyone while at the same time never losing the qualities of
imasginationsadd resourcefullness.

At this time I would bkke to thank my parents and grandparents for
all the love and éevotion and help they have showered one me. T would
also life to thank the Rabbi for preparing me for my Bar Mitzva; and
to thank all of you for coming to heldme celebrate this very happy time.

May I grow up to be a credit to my family, my community, and my religion.
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